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Rain and Combined Sewer Overflows (CSOs)
Warmer weather can bring heavy rains to Valparaiso which
may cause flooding, basement backups and combined
sewer overflows into Salt Creek. The city has completed
more than a dozen projects designed to increase sewer
capacity by strategically separating combined sewers and
creating detention areas, reducing the burden on the combined sewer system. The City has averaged 4 CSO events
per year since 2010, 0 CSO events in 2012, and 1 CSO
event in 2016. All CSO events have been disinfected since
2012.

VCU Addresses Aging Infrastructure in Valpo!
Valparaiso City Utilities continues its proactive effort in
improving the quality of life of Valparaiso residents by addressing drainage throughout the City and paying special
attention to aging infrastructure.
Every year
there are a number of
water main breaks or
sewer lines within the
City of Valparaiso that
could imperil our safe
water supplies, possibly
cause street and property damage or may sometimes become a health, safety and environmental threat. The main
reason for many of these infrastructure failures is due to
age. Since approximately 30% of the City’s 230 miles of
water mains and 314 miles of sanitary wastewater sewers
are greater than 50 years of age, a failure to plan to invest
in maintaining or replacing the City’s underground infrastructure today will lead to increasing costs to correct
those problems in the future.
Projects in 2017 will include water main replacement in
areas around Elm and Jefferson. In addition, sewer rehabilitation is planned for the areas around Yellowstone, Chicago Street, McCord and McIntyre. You can view our program online at www.valparaisoutilities.org.
Cont’d

Stormwater Rate Increase and Bond Issue 2017
Under the leadership of the Jon Costas Administration, the
City has made great strides in assessing the operation and
condition of our storm utility assets and having a financial
plan in place to ensure that these assets are improved,
maintained and repaired. As a result of this assessment,
the City identified and developed 17 major stormwater
projects in November of 2009. As of today, 70% of those
"Super 17" stormwater projects have been completed
plus an additional 33 related stormwater infrastructure
improvements.
Major flash flooding in August of 2014 resulted in two (2)
separate 100 year storms that were six (6) days apart from
each other. The result of these
flash flood events required the
City to further study the stormwater needs throughout the Valparaiso Watershed and to reevaluate the City's 2009 Stormwater
Master Plan. The City's revised
Stormwater Master Plan identified declining critical infrastructure that needs immediate
attention based upon the long term impact to the community. The need for these projects takes into account
the destructive impact and the financial risk of not correcting these issues with respect to personal injury and/
or property damage.

Through the recommendation of the VCU Board of Directors and as approved by the Valparaiso Common
Council, a $10 million dollar bond issue was approved in
March of 2017 to allow critical projects and other
stormwater capital needs to be completed within a reasonable five (5) year period of time. Additionally, the
introduced rate ordinance will impose an incremental
increase of $0.50 per month for the next three (3) years
to recoup existing capital outlay and assist in funding
future projects.

2016 Water Quality
Consumer Confidence Report
The VCU takes great pride in proper treatment and the
quality of drinking water that is provided to VCU customers. EPA requires community water systems to deliver a
Consumer Confidence Report, also known as an annual
drinking water quality report, to their customers. These
reports provide Americans information about their local
drinking water quality. Valparaiso continues to meet or
exceed all State and Federal drinking water requirements.
A copy of the consumer confidence report can be found
online at www.valparaisoutilities.org.

VCU Announcements
Alina Hahn has been elevated as the VCU Chief Financial
Officer and will now oversee the financial, billing and
customer service departments.

Miranda Jefferson has been promoted to VCU Business
Operations Manager and will directly oversee the dayto-day customer service operations in addition to her
duties within the financial office.
Judy Meyers will take her expertise to the Water Reclamation campus and provide support to the VCU maintenance division.
Vera Trikilis who has served in various roles at VCU will
now provide administrative support to the C&D division
in addition to her other cross-trained duties.

