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Beauty Creek Watershed
The City of Valparaiso has major drainage improvement plans
for the Beauty Creek watershed. The watershed is comprised
of slightly over 2,200 acres of land draining via four streams
which converge immediately south of the St. Paul Church
property on Harrison Boulevard. Growth, land use, heavier rain
storms, steep terrain, and sandy soil conditions have created a
recipe for soil erosion along
the reaches of each stream.
The City hired an engineering consultant in 2015 to
study the watershed and
provide regional solutions
to improve conditions.
Meetings were held with
the affected public as a part
of the study to gather input.
The completed study and
feedback from residents
determined a need to reduce the flow of water by
constructing upland detention ponds. The City is moving forward to implement
these recommendations and plans will begin this year with
detention pond work at the Valparaiso High School in partnership with Valparaiso Community Schools. Separate detention
basins will eventually be constructed along the west end of
Forest Park golf course. The City recognizes these are the initial steps for improving conditions within the watershed. Stay
tuned for stream bank stabilization and additional detention
basin work in the future. The continued collaboration with all
affected parties will be a key component to the long term success of this watershed effort.
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Utilities Master Planning 2016

The City of Valparaiso has conducted many land planning
and economic development studies to determine the
growth of lands adjacent to Valparaiso City Limits. These
studies typically identify the need for water and sewer
infrastructure to serve these lands and attract future development. The goal of the utilities master plan is to consolidate many of these studies, identify the gaps, evaluate current capacity and the capital needs to provide utility services to these planning areas. The scope of work
is geared towards, but not limited to, the following:
1. Review of Existing Studies (Airport Master Plan,
Sturdy Road Plan, 49 Corridor Study, US 30 etc.)
2. Evaluating Existing Service Areas for both water
and wastewater. This will be geared towards
wastewater services as the recent $18 million investment of our water system provides water resource capacity for the next 20 years; however, a
further determination of existing pipe capacity
and the extension of pipe to these planning areas
is required.
3. Projecting Future Demand for water and sewer
generation for the identified planning areas.
4. Wastewater Plant Needs – The current wastewater treatment plant will need to start planning for
a future upgrade and expansion within the next 5
years; however, there has been discussion regarding the construction of a new wastewater treatment plant on the east side of the City. The scope
will define the current treatment plant requirements and the recommendation of a future satellite wastewater plant based upon the planning
areas.
Stakeholders of the City (Planning, Engineering, Redevelopment, Economic Development, City Council, Porter
County, VCU Board of Directors and Developers) will be
participating in workshops to provide input and help facilitate the final plan. The plan will be completed towards the end of 2016.

$18 Million Water System Improvements
Substantially Complete
After 3 years of studies, focus groups, planning, easement
acquisition, engineering and construction, VCU’s $18 million
water expansion project is nearing final completion. Eight
new wells have been drilled, developed and have been incorporated into the daily production of Valparaiso’s drinking
water.
The project was designed by Arcadis and constructed by Bowen utilizing the guaranteed savings process. The project
will supplement Valparaiso’s well capacity, replace aging
wells, upgrade existing water facilities, accommodate future
growth, and provide additional fire protection and storage.
The new well field will accommodate an additional 3.5 to 4.0
million gallons per day of water capacity.
A ribbon cutting ceremony will be scheduled sometime in
July of 2016. Special thanks to Water O&M Manager Shihua
Chen and Resident Project Representative Bob Garmon for
providing oversight and bringing the project to successful
completion.

$2.6 Million Wastewater Headworks Pump
Station Project Near Completion
The main headworks pump station that accommodates all
of the sewage from the City of Valparaiso is located at the
EKPCF Wastewater Treatment Plant on Joliet Road. The
headworks building pictured is responsible for screening,
removing grit/debris
and pumping an average of 5.3 million
gallons per day of pre
-treated sewage to
the wastewater plant
with the ability to
pump over 20 million
gallons per day during heavy rain or
snow melt events.
The upgrades included the replacement of the existing
lift pumps with new centrifugal high efficiency FLYGT
pumps, variable frequency drives, HVAC and electrical systems. The project was designed by DLZ LLC and constructed
by Bowen utilizing the guaranteed savings process. Special
thanks to Wastewater Operations Manager Paul Scott and
Resident Project Representative Bob Garmon for providing
oversight and bringing the project to successful completion.

